
Rough d r a f t  o f  memo from llSS t o  The Dean 

Subjec t :  Continued s e r v i c e s  of  C. Dennis 

I r e q u e s t  a waiver  o f  mandatory r e t i r e m e n t  f o r  D r .  Clarence 

Dennis, P r o f e s s o r ,  Department o f  Surgery.  Th i s  r eques t  i s  

j u s t i f i e d  by t h e  need o f  t h e  Department f o r  h i s  cont inued 

s e r v i c e s .  

The s e r v i c e s  o f  such importance t o  t h e  Department 

are as  fo l lows:  

1. D r .  Dennis i s  t h e  only  surgeon F u l l  P ro fes so r  

a s i d e  from t h e  Chairman i n  t h e  Department of  Surgery.  Our 

coverage i s  such t h a t  h i s  absence would c r i p p l e  t h e  depa r t -  

ment i n  terms of t h e  t each ing  o f  medical s t u d e n t s ,  and t h e  

same is t r u e  i n  r ega rd  t o  t h e  t r a i n i n g  o f  s u r g i c a l  r e s i d -  

e n t s  

2 .  Iiis many c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  s u r g i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  

are known t o  p r o s p e c t i v e  f a c u l t y  members and h i s  presence  

on t h e  f a c u l t y  adds tremendously t o  t h e  a b i l i t y  of  t h e  

Department i n  t h e  rec  r u i t n e n t  o f  staff  o f  h igh  c a l i b e r .  

Among t h e s e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s :  b a s i c  s t u d i e s  on t h e  o r i g i n  of 

a p p e n d i c i t i s ,  u s e  o f  t h e  c l o s e d  anastomosis  i n  manage- 

ment of  small i n t e s t i n a l  o b s t r u c t i o n ,  s t u d i e s ,  t echniques ,  

and management o f  i d i o p a t h i c  u l c e r a t i v e  c o l i t i s  and Crohn's 

d i s e a s e ,  s t u d i e s  on wound h e a l i n g ,  techniques  of  p a r e n t e r a l  

n u t r i t i o n  over  t h e  p a s t  30 y e a r s ,  s t u d i e s  on phys io log ic  

c o n t r o l  o f  hemorrhage, and o t h e r  a r e a s .  
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3 .  D r .  Dennis i s  i n  charge  of a s u b s t a n t i a l  p a r t  

of t h e  cont inuing  educa t iona l  program o f  t h e  Department, 

having s e t  up i n  t h e  p a s t  two y e a r s  programs of  2-day 

v i s i t s  of V i s i t i n g  P r o f e s s o r s  and of ha l f -day  s t a n d s  o f  

Grand Rounds speakers  ( schedules  a t t ached)  I n  s o  doing,  

he has p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  g a i n  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  

from t h e  AMA f o r  con t inu ing  educa t iona l  c r e d i t s  f o r  t hose  

i n  a t tendance ,  he  has s t r eng thened  t i e s  through t h i s  

ncchanism wi th  t h e  community o f  surgeons i n  Suf fo lk  and 

Nassau coun t i e s .  I n  o t h e r  words, h e  i s  i n  a p o s i t i o n  

tobe  v igo rous ly  a c t i v e  i n  such community a c t i v i t y  t o  

b u i l d  t i e s  between t h e  School and surgeons i n  t h e  s u r -  

rounding corimuni t y  . 
4 .  D r .  Dennis s e r v e s  as Assoc ia t e  Chief  o f  S t a f f  

f o r  Research a t  t h e  V.A.Jlospita1, a f u n c t i o n  i n  which 

he has  been s u c c e s s f u l  i n  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  program and 

f a c i l i t i e s  of what s e r v e s  now a s  our  U n i v e r s i t y  I io sp i t a l .  

The Department has  t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  keep him i n  t h a t  

e f f e c t i v e  p o s i t i o n  wi th  g r e a t  b e n e f i t  t o  t h e  School even 

a f t e r  ou r  o m  U n i v e r s i t y  f io sp i t a l  opens. 

5. D r .  Dennis has  h i s  own r e s e a r c h  program, which 

appears  about  t o  be  iunded from VACO, concerning a p a t -  

t e r n  of  t he rapy  o f  s o l i d  cance r s  developed a t  Ekln 1’Ali 

by D r .  l~.Il.LeVeen, which o f f e r s  immense promise i f  he can 

have t h e  time t o  b r i n g  i t  t o  f r u i t i o n .  D r .  Loren Acker- 

man i s  a c o - i n v e s t i g a t o r .  

6 .  D r .  Dennis s e r v e s  as Chairman o f  t h e  Medical 

School ’s  Co imi t t ee  on Appointments, Promotions,  and Tenure. 
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Tliis is 3 c l - i t i c a l l y  irirportnnt coniwittce i n  thc School, 

and t h e  a f f a i r s  of  t h a t  Committee a r e  pi-occcding s::oothly. 

7 .  TIlc Graduat School and t h e  I ledical  School a r e  

undertaki i ig  t o  set  up an k1.D.-Ph.D. program. D r .  Dennis 

has  been r.iadc Chnirnan of t h e  Committee appointed t o  

exp lo re  t h e  B V C ~ U C S  toward e s t a b l i  sl’mient of  such a program. 

8. A c e r t a i n  amount o f  p r e s t i g e  i s  brought t o  t h e  

Department by t h e  o f f i c e r s h i p s  i n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i e t i e s  

t o  which D r .  Dennis h a s  been e l e c t e d .  Aniong t h e s e  are: 

A. He is  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  United S t a t e s  Chapter  

of  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  of Surgery.  

B. The Nominating Committee o f  t h e  Nat iona l  

S o c i e t y  f o r  Medical Research h a s  proposed D r .  

Dennis t o  b e  p laced  i n  n o m i n a t i m  f o r  P r e s i d e n t  

i n  Feb., succeeding D r .  Fiaurice B. Visscher .  Dr. 

Dennis has been a ncniber o f  t h e  Board o f  D i r e c t o r s  

o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  s i n c e  1966. 

C D r .  Dennis h a s  i n  t h e  p a s t  bee p r e s i d e n t  of 

s e v e r a l  s o c i e t i e s ,  i nc lud ing :  

i. S o c i e t y  f o r  Vascular  Surgery 

ii. tlnler. S o c i e t y  for A r t i f i c i a l  I n t e r n a l  Organs 

iii. Iicw York Cancer S o c i e t y  

i v .  S o c i e t y  of  (Un ive r s i ty )  Su rg ica l  Chairmen 
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v.  New York S u r g i c a l  Soc ic ty  

v i .  N e w  York Card iovascular  S o c i e t y  

v i i .  Brooklyn S u r g i c a l  S o c i e t y  

D.  Other  p a s t  o f f i c e r s h i p s :  

i. S e c r e t a r y ,  S o c i e t y  of Un ivc r s i ty  Surgeons 

ii. 

iii. F i r s t  Vice P r e s i d e n t ,  American S u r g i c a l  

Governor, American College of  Surgcons 

Assoc ia t ion .  

D r .  Dennis se rved  as P ro fes so r  and Chairman o f  t h e  

Department of Surgery a t  S t a t e  Un ivc r s i ty  of  New York 

Downstate Kc::ical Center  from 1952 t o  1972, l cav ing  t h a t  

p o s t  t o  assume t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  t h e  A r t i f i c i a l  IIeart 

Program o f  t h e  Nat iona l  I Iear t  and Lung I n s t i t u t e  i n  Beth- 

esda.  Ile ho lds  an Emeri tus  P ro fes so r sh ip  from Downstate. 

I n  h i s  Chairmanship a t  Downstate he  was ins t rumen ta l  i n  

b u i l d i n g  t h e  Dcpartment o f  Surgery i n t o  a s t r o n g  d e p a r t -  

ment wi th  an e x c e l l e n t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r c p u t a t i o n .  He hcad- 

ed a Surg ica l  S e r v i c e  which i n  t h a t  time t r a i n e d  106 f i n -  

i shed  surgeons,  many o f  whom have made a r ea l  mark i n  t h e  

s u r g i c a l  world. A c o n s i d c r a b l e  number a r e  surgeons i n  

t h e  community around Stony Brook as well. 


